
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE SALEM CITY COUNCIL, MEETING AS A 
“REVIEW BOARD” HELD IN THE COUNCIL ROOM OF CITY HALL IN SALEM SOUTH 
DAKOTA ON MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
Mayor Robin Rayman called the meeting to order with Council Members George Eichacker, Laura 
Gessner, Ron Mayrose, Doug Mokros, Robin Westhoff, and School Superintendent Dr. Dan 
Swartos present. Duwayne Helm, Teresa Kerkhove and Debra Cheeseman were also present. 
Council member Ben Johnson was absent. 
Motions made were unanimous of Council members present unless roll call identifies otherwise. 
 
PARCEL 17.01.0609:  Duwayne Helm objected to the property assessment for the year 2016.  
Duwayne Helm was present and objected to the property value, for the reason he didn’t feel the 
property was worth the assessment amount due to the number of home repairs needed.  
“Objection to Real Property Assessment” form stated the correct full and true value of the land is 
$5,486 and building $34,096 totaling $39,582 on legal assessment date. 
 
Motion Mokros, second, Gessner, carried, to deny the request of Duwayne Helm to lower his 2016 
Real Property Assessed valuation. 
 
PARCEL 17.01.3103:  Teresa Kerkhove objected to the property assessment for the year 2016.  
Teresa Kerkhove was present and objected to the property value, for the reason of house is not 
worth value assessed as basement condition in poor.  
“Objection to Real Property Assessment” form stated that the correct full and true value of the land 
is $3,658 and building $30,000 totaling $33,658 on legal assessment date. 
 
Motion Gessner, second Westhoff, carried, to deny the request of Teresa Kerkhove to lower her 
2016 Real Property Assessed valuation. 
 
PARCEL 17.00.0106:  George Arnold objected to the property assessment for the year 2016.  
George Arnold was unable to attend but visited with Council individually and objected to the 
property value, for the reason property is not being used has no value and not sellable.  
“Objection to Real Property Assessment” form stated that the correct full and true value of the land 
is $500.00 (no building) totaling $500.00 on legal assessment date. 
 
Motion Mokros, second Gessner, carried, to deny the request of George Arnold to lower his 2016 
Real Property Assessed Valuation on parcel #17.00.0106. 
 
PARCEL 17.01.0206:  George Arnold objected to the property assessment for the year 2016.  
George Arnold was unable to attend but visited with Council individually and objected to the 
property value, for the reason property is not being used has no value and not sellable.  
“Objection to Real Property Assessment” form stated that the correct full and true value of the land 
is $500.00 (no building) totaling $500.00 on legal assessment date. 
 
Motion Mayrose, second Gessner, carried, to change the value on George Arnold’s 2016 Real 
Property Assessed Valuation on parcel #17.01.0206 back to the 2015 value of $1,422 as snake 
creek runs through a majority of the property making the land unsuitable for a building. 
 
PARCEL #17.30.3003: Craig & Debra Cheeseman objected to the property assessment for the year 
2016.  Debra Cheeseman was present and objected to the property value, for the reason the land is 
low for development with limited possibilities the way the land lies. They have been trying to sell for 
$10,000 with no interest over the past 5 years.  
“Objection to Real Property Assessment” form stated that the correct full and true value of the land 
is $20,000 (no building) totaling $20,000 on legal assessment date. 
 



Motion Mayrose, second Westhoff, carried, to change the value on Craig and Debra Cheeseman’s 
2016 Real Property Assessed Valuation on parcel #17.30.3003 to $30,000. Lowering the 10,000 sq. 
ft. area of storm sewer drainage ditch on the property to $2,595 and leaving the remaining 18,270 
sq. ft. at the $1.50 per sq. ft. assessment of $27,405.  
 
A common perception made by the property owners present was their values were going up 
because of the new school. The increase to the assessments has absolutely nothing to do with the 
new school; the increases were made because of actual property sales within the City and new 
rules on how those sales are used to determine the assessed value of property. The municipality 
can only raise taxes based on CPI and growth percentages. The requested tax dollars by the 
municipality and school are spread over the total assessments creating a levy; which is then applied 
to the individual property valuations. Example: City requests $300,000 in taxes. If the City’s total 
assessed valuation is $50,000,000 the Municipal Tax levy is 0.6% ($300,000 divided by 
$50,000,000); if the total City Valuation rose to $60,000,000 the Municipal Tax levy would be 0.5% 
($300,000 divided by $60,000,000). As the example shows, the levy used to figure the property tax 
owed is adjusted accordingly. This is a simplified example to illustrate how a levy is established and 
no way reflects the actual levy or tax request.   
 
The board reviewed the 2016 tax assessment roll and the book of property sales received from the 
McCook County Director of Equalization.  
 
Motion Eichacker, second Mayrose, carried, to approve the 2016 tax assessment roll with the 
aforementioned changes to Parcel #17.01.0206 and #17.30.3003. 
 
Motion Gessner, second Mokros, carried, to adjourn as “Review Board” at 6:50 P.M. 
 
Dated this 21st day of March 2016, at Salem, South Dakota. 
 
 
 
       Robin Rayman    
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
  Lori Heumiller 
  Finance Officer 


