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BUILDING PERMITS 

  In addition to new 

construction; storage sheds, 

fences, additions, siding, 

window replacement, decks 

and any major remodeling 

projects inside or outside 

your home or businesses 

require a building permit. 

There are some exceptions 

so please contact City Hall 

before starting any 

remodeling projects. 

  

Ordinances and the building 

permit form are on the city’s 

website www.salemsd.com.  

 Property Tax and Building Permits 

 

Sales Tax / Buy Local!! 

   Sales tax revenue generates 

47.7% of the general fund 

revenues; making the city’s budget 

very reliant on sales tax. All 

departments except Water & Sewer 

operate out of the General Fund. 

Every time a purchase is made at a 

local business, 2% of the tax paid 

is used to run the City Govern-

mental Fund (Administration, 

Insurance, City Buildings, Police, 

Streets, Street Lighting, Snow 

Removal, Street Sweeping, Rubble 

Site, Parks, Pool, Summer Rec, 

and Armory).  

Why Buying Local Is Worth 

Every Cent:! Money spent at a 

local business generates 3.5x more 

wealth for the local economy. Small 

businesses accounted for 65% of 

all net new jobs over the past 17 

years nationally employing 77 

2015 BUILDING PERMIT 

CONSTRUCTION VALUES: 

  

Businesses – Total $1,000,625 

  New Construction: $772,500 

  Additions/Remodel: $228,125 

 

Governmental – Total $1,426,500 

  New Construction: $1,426,500 

 

School – Total $6,700,000 

  New Construction: $6,700,000 

Residential – Total $241,675 
  Additions/Remodels $209,000 
  Accessory Bldgs Fence - $32,675 
  
 Total Citywide - $9,368,800 

  Although Governmental & 

School improvements do not 

affect our tax base or growth 

figure, it does show commit-

ment by the state and local 

governments in keeping these 

critical services in Salem.   

  Property tax revenue accounts 

for 30% of the General Fund 

Revenues. 

  The City received the following 

in property tax revenue: 

 2012 – $278,390  

 2013 – $289,281 

 2014 - $297,937 

 

million Americans. Small 

businesses donate about twice as 

much per employee to charitable 

organizations as large businesses.      

  Your support of the local 

businesses not only keeps the city 

government in business it provides 

our residents local job 

opportunities, and a vibrant 

community attracts growth 

.  

  2% Sales Tax Receipts in Salem 

 2012 - $472,554 

 2013 - $443,647 

 2014 - $452,279 

So ask yourself, “If 
‘Shopping in Salem’ is not 

sustained, what will 
happen?” 

Southeast Enterprise Facilitation 
Project 
Helping Local Business Thrive 
Through Entrepreneurship, 
Creativity and Innovation 
  Southeast Enterprise Facilitation 
Project (SEFP) takes pride in being a 
resource to entrepreneurs passionate 
about a new business or a business 
expansion or retention. SEFP offers 
free and confidential business advice, 
online marketing tools to those in 
Turner County, McCook County and 
Menno, SD. SEFP can help develop 
and package business plans, work on 
sales literature, identify industries and 
management teams, research and 
walk alongside the individual 
passionate about a product or service  
FREE OF CHARGE!.  
  Please give Brenda Schulte a call for 
a confidential visit regarding your 
current business or a new business! 
(888)233-1239 or e-mail 

sefp@southeasternelectric.com. 

SEFP – Who R We? 
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2015 Active Transportation 
Collaboration 
  The SDSU Landscape Architecture 
students met and corresponded with 20 
community residents and business 
owners from which they developed 
“Community Recommendations”. The 
students presented their recommend-
ations to the Council and community in 
May. The presentation and 
recommendations are posted on the 
City’s website. The document provides 
the Council with a planning tool for 
future projects and grant requests. 
 
Pool & Park Renovation 
The Park Renovation consists of the 
installation of new playground 
equipment, new ADA compliant 

2015 PLANNING & POOL/PARK PROJECTS 

 

Public Works 2015 Spending 
  The Street Department spent $97,770 on 
Crack & Chip Sealing and patching City 
Streets. The west shop received a much 
needed facelift with new roof, siding and 
overhead doors - $32,500. 
Storm Sewer expended $1607 on the 
Installation or replacement of radius and 
alley approaches.  
Water & Sewer lines at baseball field costs 
were $1,020.  
The Water Treatment Plant replaced all 77 
Nano filters and 8 UF membranes at a 

2015 & 2016 PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS 

2016 UTILITY RATES 

 

surfacing, cement edging, and the 
addition of sidewalk access to the 
playground area. The Pool Renovation 
involves the addition of a new 
bathhouse, partial fencing, sidewalks 
and deck replacement. The Council 
voted to combine the two projects into 
one bid letting. Bids will be published 
in January 2016 with bid opening on 
February 2, 2016.  
 Playground Project Funding 
$40,000 LWCF Grant  
$86,500 City Designation 
  Pool Project Funding 
$428,000 - Estimated Cost  
$203,940 - Pool Fund Raising 
$209,500 City Designation 
$14,560 funds needed based on 
estimate.  

Parks 
  The baseball concession stand/ 
restroom facility was built in April 2015. 
The facility was funded with $49,562 
City’s Sales Tax dollars. The Salem 
Summer Youth and Recreation 
Boosters and Salem Baseball have 
committed to fund raise and pay back 
the City for the facility.  
  Additional sidewalk, batting cage 
improvements, a new green area were 
also completed at the baseball park 
using $6,896 dollars donated by Salem 
Baseball and $5,534 from the City’s 
Capital Improvement Reserves..  
  
Equipment: City purchased a new 
mower ($11,715) and 10 tables for the 

armory ($4637). 

cost of $76,778 using funds from the 
Water Equipment Repair & 
Replacement account. 
 
2016 Public Work Projects     
  The Council will be receiving 
“Requests for Qualifications” the first 
part of 2016 for a Street, Water & 
Sewer Project. The project was 
implemented based on the results of 
the Storm Sewer Cleaning & 
Televising Project. The project area is 
Vermont from Dakota to Pierce; 

Dakota from Essex to Norton; and 
Norton from Dakota to Idaho. The 
project is expected to include the 
replacement of 9 blocks of sewer 
main; possibly 2 blocks of storm 
sewer; 4 blocks of CIP water wain 
and rebuild of 9 blocks of streets.  
  A facility plan is required to qualify 
for funding through grant programs, 
SRF Loans or Rural Development 
funds; therefore, the 2016 portion 
of the project will be to establish the 
facility plan prior to any funding 
deadlines in 2016.  

 

  

  

 

2016 Utility Rates 
The Council reviewed the water rates in great detail this fall during the budget meetings. They discussed the need for the Water 
Department to run like a business and not run in the red which allows for the establishment of the proper reserves to start 
replacing the 4” CIP water main in town and other repairs needed to operate the water system. The Water Treatment Plant is 
expensive to run so the Operating & Maintenance costs will continue to be higher than with the old system. The UF Membranes 
and NANO filters were all replaced at the beginning of the year. The reserve for the replacement of these filters will need a 
balance of $50,500 in 2018 for the NANO filter replacement and $98,500 in 2020 for the UF Membrane replacement in addition 
to setting aside $30,000 dollars annually to replace water main. The Council has approved the following 2015 Utility Rates: 
Water Rates: 

 Residential & Commercial – Flat Fee $19.00 (paid whether water is on or off) + .0045 per gallon. 

 Residential Low Income – Flat Fee $16.00 (paid whether water is on or off) + .0045 per gallon. 

 Commercial Users Over 360,000 Gallons Annually - $22.00 (paid whether water is on or off) + .0035 per gallon. 

 Residential & Commercial Outside City Limits – Flat Fee $22.00 (paid whether water is on or off) + .0045 per gallon. 
Sewer Rates: 

 Residential Inside city limits - $23.50 per calendar month. 

 Multiple dwellings and commercial users inside City limits – 40% of the monetary amount of the water bill but not 
less than $23.50 per calendar month. 

 Residential outside city limits - $25.50 per calendar month 

 Multiple dwellings and commercial users outside the City limits – 50% of the monetary amount of the water but not 
less than $25.50 per calendar month.  

 
Storm/Sewer or Garbage Rates:  No Change 
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